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Luke 2:1-20
“The Savior Has Come”

[Intro]

Rome had ruled the world at this time - with an iron fist. 
Times were hard and hopeless then. 
Nearly half of all people were slaves. 
People were spiritually corrupt.
A new man had come on the scene by the name of Gaius Octavius. He was the grand-nephew of the great Julius Caesar. Now when Rome was still a republic and not an empire, it was ruled by powerful generals known as imperators. This resulted in countless wars and military struggles, and peace was a distant memory for most people. This Gaius Octavius comes on the scene, seizes power from his enemies and unifies the entire Republic of Rome. He also chose to take on his great uncle’s name, Caesar. The senate, who also completely supported him gave him the title, Augustus which means “great, magnificent, and exalted”. And so, with the entire Roman Republic bowing to him, Caesar Augustus became the first Emperor in the new Roman Empire and thus, the entire world was now in his hands. It would be under his new rule that the world would see peace through order and domination of the Roman Empire. 

Luke 2:1 NKJV
(1) And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.

Again, consider the power and influence that this man possessed - to give such a decree that the entire would would be counted, and that it would bow and obey. 
This was likely done for practical tax purposes, and there are historical accounts that this took place periodically.

Luke 2:2-3 NKJV
(2) This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. (3) So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.

There was a claim among skeptics of the Bible that there was never a registration ordered by the emperor at this time as the Bible is the only document that mentions it. In other words, there’s no proof that Rome would have required its people to return to their homes to be registered, and therefore the Bible cannot be considered as reliable or true. 
However in 1907, during excavations in Egypt, legal documents were found that mentioned requirements for the people under Roman rule to return to their homes so that they could be counted in censuses. 
Josephus the historian made note of a well documented census that took place in 6 A.D. in the province of Judaea. It actually sparked a revolt which was spearheaded by a man by the name of Judas of Galilee. This is also recored in your Bibles in Acts 5:37. 
Of course, this would have taken place over 30 years after the time that our text takes place in, but it’s just further evidence that such a thing would have happened. 
And finally, did you notice that Luke mentions that these censuses first took place while “Quirinius was governing Syria”. This would have been around 6 B.C. While you and I may not have a lot of information on Quirinius available, this would have been an effective time stamp for the early church. 

[When Bush was president]
Luke 2:4-5 NKJV
(4) Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, (5) to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child.

Now when we read the Christmas Story, the details of this journey are typically glossed over. 
This would be a 70 mile journey. If you go to Israel, it takes 5-6 hours on a bus, but on foot, at a rate of about 10 miles per day, it would taken about a week to get there. It would have been a gnarly journey as the terrain is very rocky with a lot of hills and valleys. Now ladies, imagine doing that 9 months pregnant. 
[Pregnant Wives]
[Joseph and Mary’s Interaction???]
Imagine having to break the news that they need to travel 70 miles South for a census. 
Talk about bad timing. 
Except it wasn’t bad timing. It was perfect timing. 
Whether they knew it or not, 700 years earlier, the prophet Micah prophesied that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem. 

Micah 5:2-4 NKJV
(2)  “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting.” (3) Therefore He shall give them up, Until the time that she who is in labor has given birth; Then the remnant of His brethren Shall return to the children of Israel. (4) And He shall stand and feed His flock In the strength of the LORD, In the majesty of the name of the LORD His God; And they shall abide, For now He shall be great To the ends of the earth; 

They set out on this journey because it was mandated by Caesar - because they had to. They would never have chosen to go to Bethlehem. 
And yet it would seem that God had appointed Caesar Augustus to the position he was in and to conduct this census for a clear purpose here - to fulfill His word. His word will always come to pass. 
God can and will use governing authorities for His purposes. We as American Christians tend to forget that. 

Romans 13:4 NKJV
(4) For he is God’s minister to you for good

John 19:11a NKJV
(11a) “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above.”

Proverbs 21:1 NKJV
(1) The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD,  Like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes.

God is the one pulling the strings. Even if the governing authority shows Him zero reverence. 
And so God is using the first emperor to move Mary and Joseph to where they need to be to fulfill His perfect word and plan for man’s salvation. 
[Mary and Joseph in the future]


God pulls the strings. No matter what is going on in the world. 

Another Application:
How many of us tonight are going through a “relocation” orchestrated by God in our lives? Things are changing, and now you find yourself in a place in your life doing things you never thought you’d be doing. 
I’ve actually met with quite a few of you as you’ve submitted your applications to get plugged in serving here at Calvary Old Town, and as I’ve been following up with you, it’s been so exciting to see and hear how God’s been using you. 
And for many, it’s been in our Children’s Ministry which as Pastor Gary has shared is a mission field right here at home! 
Maybe you’re new to our church and you’re trying to figure out why He’s brought you here. We’ll it very well may be that you might get active in serving Him. 
And so whatever season you find yourself in tonight, understand that while we have free will, it is the Lord who is pulling the strings. 


Luke 2:6-7 NKJV
(6) So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. (7) And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

A lot of detail here:
This wasn’t a Kaiser hospital. There was no midwife. “She brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him”. No help. 
She was likely a teenager - far from home. 
It says that she “laid Him in a manger”. The manger did not look like the mangers from the nativity scenes. 
[Nativity Scene]
[Manger Image]
[Stable Image]

That is how the savior of the world would be born. 
Why?
Why would God allow Mary and Joseph to go through this hardship?
Why would God allow for His Son to be born in such a lowly condition? 
[I wanted the best conditions for my children to be born]
Why would Jesus be born into this world this way?

“There was no room for them in the inn”. What’s the image for an “inn” for you as you read this verse? 
If it’s a Best Western or a Hilton, you’re wrong.
The word “inn” here is translated from the Greek word “kataluma” which was a large, open guest room. Living conditions in the kataluma wouldn’t even be ideal, and yet due to the situation regarding the census, it was packed because everyone and their mother was there and there was no room for Mary and Joseph. 
Out with the animals they would stay. 

Philippians 2:6-8 NKJV
(6) who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, (7) but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. (8) And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

God, being exalted higher than anyone or anything else in existence brought Himself to the lowest of lows so that there would never be someone whom He couldn’t sympathize with. 
Nobody has ever condescended like Jesus. 
Nobody has ever humbled themselves like Jesus. 
And maybe you’re here tonight, and you’re in the lowest point you’ve ever been in. It feels like a miracle that you even made it through the door….

Jesus knows where you’re at, because He has experienced the lowest of lows so that you might come to Him. 
We serve an amazing God don’t we?

Another Point:
It would seem that this issue of Jesus not having anywhere to stay was not unique to His birth. 

In the gospel of Matthew, there’s an account in Chapter 8 of a scribe who wanted to follow Jesus. He told Him “Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.”.
Jesus responded with this in:

Matthew 8:20 NKJV
(20) And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”

“You sure you want to follow Me?”

What about your heart?
Have you invited Him to reside in your heart?
Have you made room for Him in your life? Or is He still knocking at the door - waiting for you to answer?
He will never kick His way in. You have to open the door to invite Him in. If you haven’t made Jesus the Lord of your life tonight, I encourage you to do so after this message during prayer, because you are His reason for coming to this earth as a baby in complete humility. So that he might one day be humbled “to the point of death on the cross” so that your sin problem, and my sin problem would be forever death with, and we can look forward to an eternity spent with Him who loved us so much that He chose to pay our debt through His death.  

Reading on, we will see some of the first people to ever respond to Jesus. Technically, they are some of the first people to ever see Jesus. 

Luke 2:8 NKJV
(8) Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.

In Bethlehem, the shepherds were known to care for the temple flock. 
These guys might have been out doing exactly that - looking after the lambs that would be used for the sacrifices in the temple.

Luke 2:9-12 NKJV
(9) And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. (10) Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. (11) “For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. (12) “And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”

An angel appears to them! We don’t know for certain who this angel is. My bet would be Gabriel as he’s been active throughout this gospel so far, filling people in on God’s plan regarding Christ’s birth. To me, it only makes sense that it would be him, but this is no hill to die on. 
I will say that if this is Gabriel, he really needs to work on his introductions, because every other time we see him appear to people, the first thing out of his mouth is “Don’t be afraid!”.
Either way, this angel couldn’t possibly give any better news than what he just shared. 
The greatest news to ever reach this world would be the birth of the Messiah. 
“Christ” means “Messiah”. The “Anointed One”. The One that God promised would come to change everything!
That is good news!
The word “Gospel” means “good tidings” - “good news”.
The people had been waiting for the coming Messiah. 700 years prior, the prophet Isaiah prophesied about Him. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 NKJV
(6) For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (7) Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

Christ came, the prophecy was fulfilled, and it was done for all. 

1 Timothy 2:4-6 NKJV
(4) who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (5) For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, (6) who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time,

[even the people we don’t like]
[even for you when you don’t feel like you deserve it]

Jesus was born to be the Lord of your life. He cannot be that unless you’ve submitted yourself to His Lordship though. 
Is Jesus the Lord of your life tonight?
Have you completely yielded yourself to Him?
Or are you resisting Him? Fighting Him even?

[Shopping Cart]
[push?]
[fill?]

He was born so that He might be your Lord!

Now what happens next here would have been an incredible sight to behold. 

Luke 2:13-14 NKJV
(13) And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: (14) “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”

In an instant, the visible heavens are filled with a choir of angels singing this song of praise to God!
This song of the angels is a picture of God’s desire and plan.
“Glory to God”.
God desires to be glorified. In fact everything He does is for His glory!

Psalm 19:1b NKVJ
(19b) The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork.

Psalm 106:8 NKJV
(8) Nevertheless He saved them for His name’s sake, That He might make His mighty power known.

Romans 11:36 NJKJV
(36) For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.

He creates for his glory
He acts for His glory
He saves for His glory

The other thing mentioned in this song is “Peace”
As I mentioned earlier, the world was a hostile place at this time. Peace was not a luxury that was enjoyed by many people. The world was filled with warfare and strife. 
And yet we see that God desires peace for the earth. 
He desire peace for you. Again, like the broken shopping cart, are you fighting against Him? You will never know peace if you are. 
Peace is of the Lord, and it comes as a natural byproduct of complete contentment in submission to Him. The person who places their trust in God will know peace!



Isaiah 26:3 NKJV
(3) You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You.

Do you trust the Lord? Is your mind “stayed on Him”? Or is your hope in your own understanding and methods as you go through this life?
Do you let anxiety and worry rule over you?

Philippians 4:6-7 NKJV
(6) Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; (7) and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

If you’re lacking peace in your life, it’s time to take inventory to see where your focus has been lately.
You can renew that focus tonight during the time of prayer at the end of this message. 
So let’s finish our Christmas story in March. 

Luke 2:15-20 NKJV
(15) So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” (16) And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. (17) Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. (18) And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. (19) But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. (20) Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.

So these men, believing what the angel told them, go and see the exact scene that was described to them. 
It seems that these guys are the first to tell the Christmas story too since we read that they made what they heard “widely known” and that the people who heard it “marveled”.
And look at their response when they return - they glorified and praised God. 
Isn’t that the best response we can have when we see the Lord do a work? - to praise Him?
What do you see Him doing in your life? Are you praising Him for His work? 

Another thing we cannot pass up:
God chose to use the lowly shepherds here. 
We talked about this we we read about Mary being chosen to carry and give birth to our Lord. She was a nobody. 
Consider these shepherds… this was a lowly position. They were nobody’s too. Nobody wanted to be a shepherd. They were social outcasts that were looked down upon. They didn’t deserve to be among the first to witness the newborn King. Surely, there was someone more qualified!

[God uses the simple and common]

1 Corinthians 1:27 NKJV
(27) But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty;
Pray

