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Jesus is Alive!
Luke 24:1-12
Good Morning, He is Risen….
In a world full of bad news, we get to hear this morning the Good News: Our Savior is Alive.
You know, there have been many great and important men and women who have lived throughout history.
Many have done incredible things; some have flown to the moon, some have written books, some have taken bold stands against evil and won, some have been incredible warriors, or even athletes.
They defined an era and went down in our history books as world changers.
We could compile a pretty lengthy list of historical figures this morning, but at the top of any such list would have to be Jesus Christ Himself.
The kids and I were driving yesterday, and Lola had me ask who the greatest man ever to live was, so I said Siri, and sure enough, Jesus of Nazareth was an easy number one.
We all high-fived…
Jesus was unlike any other, and no one could measure up to the impact that Jesus has had on this earth.
No one has ever lived the life that Jesus lived; no one has ever spoken as He did.
He gave profound teachings with great authority, validated His message with compassionate acts of healing, and even offered forgiveness of sins.
Jesus’ death even stands alone as unique to our world.
You see, many other men and women have been executed for their causes; some were even crucified, but none of them were faultless or blameless.
Jesus was without sin and innocent when He went to His death.
Heb. 4:15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
2 Corinthians 5:21 tells us…  2 Cor. 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
As we think back to the account of Jesus’ trials and crucifixion, the thing that stands out throughout the story is that Jesus was innocent, by all accounts, and yet still He was crucified.
Not for Himself, but for you and me.
Now, maybe you are new here this morning, and you are doing your yearly duty, going to church on Easter.
Maybe you came because a friend or family member invited you, and it was just a favor.
Understand that it is okay. I am glad you are here this morning to hear this message.
You see, it was an Easter Sunday, much like this one, that my girlfriend in 2004 dragged me to church.
I will talk more about that at the end and how that day changed the course of my life.
But understand something, your presence here is not by chance; we are so happy that you are here.
Maybe you are trapped in some sin this morning that has controlled your life for some time, perhaps an addiction, a temper, or a lying tongue, but whatever it is, it has gripped your life.
This message is for you.
Maybe you were once an avid churchgoer, even a believer in Jesus, but you have since fallen away and forgotten your first love. There is a message for you this morning as well.
Allow God to speak to you today, keep an open heart.
Jesus’ life offers you Victory, and His triumph over death offers you Eternal Life.
1 Cor. 15:55-57
"O Death, where is your sting? 
O Hades, where is your victory?" 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jesus offers us victory over that monster called sin, sin that leads to death and eternal separation from our God.
We will be in Luke 24:1-12 if you have your Bibles… 
So let’s pray, and we will get into our message this morning.
I don’t know if you have ever been certain about something… because you saw it with your own eyes.
Maybe it was a diagnosis.
Or a loss. 
You may have seen a moment fall apart right in front of you. 
And as you sat there and reasoned within, you could see no other way out, no option pointing to hope, it was the deadest end…
I remember the Doctors showing us pictures of my wife’s reproductive system. They had scoped her, X-rayed her, and done every exam they could, and with all the wisdom of modern man, they confidently concluded, “You will never be able to carry a child in that womb.”
The pain was unbearable. Ever since I knew Jessica, every store we went into, she would walk through the baby section dreaming, planning, telling me about all the things she would buy, the products that were junk, the good ones, she would hold up the little socks, and dream as she looked at the moms in the section with their babies.
But that dream was dashed for seven years… It was impossible… that was our reality… how could it ever change or be different… we had proof… we had multiple doctors, many tests… 
What a shock to us, that after seven years… My wife would come out of the bathroom with a positive pregnancy test… I needed more proof… so I bought every brand on the shelf… every one of them testifying to a God who cares nothing for impossible…
Four babies came through that womb…
But the disciples, there that early dark Sunday morning, were experiencing deep loss and sadness…
Their reality overwhelmed and blinded them… they had forgotten, Jesus promised something was going to happen that day…
But what they saw and heard about Jesus being crucified, Jesus dying… 
Well, when the woman came back with the news that the tomb was empty, they thought it was nonsense… Like a man who needs ten more pregnancy tests to believe God did the miraculous. 
Because sometimes the truth sounds so unbelievable.
Especially when it contradicts our pain.
But what if the resurrection isn’t just surprising… what if it completely redefines reality?
Luke here will not start with celebration; he will start with confusion.
And he invites us to walk with these women into the tension of the morning.
So that we don’t just hear about the resurrection – we experience the initial shock of it!
Let’s look at that Resurrection text this morning… turn to Luke chapter 24, please, and we will pick it up in verse 1. 
He Is Risen
(Matt 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; John 20:1-10)
Luke 24:1 Now on the first day of the week, (which would be Sunday) very early in the morning (Sunrise), they, and certain other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. 
These spices would be used to slow the decay of Jesus’ Body.
They needed to move quickly on this, of course.
These women expected to find Jesus in the tomb dead.
Interestingly, the women came first; the disciples are nowhere to be found.
And of course, this destroys the argument that the disciples stole the Body of Jesus away to create a new religion.
Look at verse 2 now… 
2 But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 
This was impressive; the stone would have been huge, with a Roman seal around it, sunken in a channel, and with powerful Roman and Temple guards posted, making it virtually impossible for anyone to push it away. 
Yet the impossible has been done
3 Then they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments. 5 Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, "Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 7 saying, 'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.'" 
8 And they remembered His words. 9 Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles. 11 And their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened. 
Throughout His ministry, Jesus repeatedly said that He was going to Jerusalem to die and that He would rise again on the third day.
The disciples were dense and chose not to hear Jesus over their own ideas of greatness.
Now, understand, if the story of Jesus’ life and death ended at the cross instead of the empty tomb, it would have been a hopeless story indeed.
A story that would have declared our enemy as the victor.
The powers of darkness would have prevailed, and there would be no salvation.
But that is not what happened; Jesus won, and He is risen.
Now, there were some very important events leading up to that victorious moment.
One night before the Crucifixion, Jesus gathered His disciples in the upper room to break bread with them, instituting communion.
Jesus taught them the meaning of His death through the elements on the table.
Jesus took the bread and explained it as His Body broken for them and for us, then took the cup and shared that it was His shed blood for us.
This all fulfilled prophecy…
Isa 53:5-6 But He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,
And by His stripes we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray;
We have turned, every one, to his own way;
And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
There in the upper room, Jesus explained all of this, declaring that He was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.
So you see, the Death of Jesus upon that cross was not a victory for Satan at all, but the plan of God.
Jesus was wounded for our Transgressions… which means those things that we did willfully in rebellion against God.
All of us have sinned and fallen short, and Jesus died for those sins.
He was bruised for our iniquities, meaning our perversity or moral evil.
Have you ever done something immoral? Once again, all of us are guilty.
Maybe you are thinking, “Hey, I am a faithful husband or wife, I am not immoral.
Well, Jesus brought morality to the level of our thoughts and intent.
Matt 5:27-28 "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not commit adultery.'  28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
Guilty, we all stand.
And there in that upper room, Jesus told His followers that He was the ultimate sacrifice foretold by God’s prophet hundreds of years earlier.
Isaiah went on to say that through Jesus’ chastisement, we would be offered peace and healing through His stripes that He endured for us.
Now peace is elusive for many today.
The Urban Dictionary defines peace of mind as making yourself feel good, whether you’re standing, lying down, or sitting down, concentrating on good emotions and repeating positive thoughts. These good vibes are what make you specifically feel good.
That is a weak definition for sure; it relies too much on me bringing about my own peace, and I am just not that good a person within to do that. 
Now Plato once said, “Now to this peace of mind the possession of wealth greatly contributes…”
So, according to him, wealth is the greater means to peace.
Of course, the pursuit of more is never satisfied; it is an impossible endeavor, and for those who are trapped in the peril of chasing wealth, they have found that they cannot have enough.
Some people search for peace through their many relationships.
But no human being alive can fulfill all your needs and bring peace to your life.
You will be greatly let down if that is your pursuit. 
Jesus declared through His own chastisement that He alone can bring peace to our lives.
Jesus was brutalized for our peace, and only through Him can we find real and lasting peace.
John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
We are offered peace through Jesus’ sacrifice, and the Prophet Isaiah also foretold that His Crucifixion and Beating would bring healing to our lives.
The Word in Hebrew is Rapha, which means to mend or cure… 
Now, how can such a brutal and cruel event bring healing to us who are rebels against God?
Well, we have to let God’s Word answer this question for us…
In Lev. 17:11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul. 
And in Heb. 9:22 And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission. 
You see, this was God’s Plan from the beginning; the Old Testament animal sacrifices all depicted Jesus as the final, full payment for man’s sins.
And again, if His death was where the narrative ended, the cynic and the critic could chime in and declare that Jesus was like any other religious leader, being dead now.
But the Good News is this, that His death is not the end of the story, because as we saw in our text, the Tomb was and is Empty.
When all the doubt and wonder of the Empty Tomb had been worked through on that first Resurrection Sunday, the reality sank in, “Jesus had defeated Satan, and sin and even death and hell!”
Jesus had now brought the opposing Kingdom to this earth, the great rival Kingdom to that of the kingdom of darkness that has ruled over the hearts of man since the fall.
This is super important, if you remember when Adam and Eve fell to the temptations of that Serpent of Old.
Sin and the curse entered into our world, and Adam handed over the authority and rule of this world to his Tempter.
Satan, the one who has come to kill, steal, and destroy, took dominion over this world.
He is known as the ruler of this world, the prince and power of the air.
But there in the Garden God spoke a promise of a rival Kingdom, a Savior, who would come from the Seed of a Woman only.
Jesus was born of a virgin, and came as the Promised Seed, and Jesus’ Resurrection was the start of His Conquest over this world.
The World has never been the same since, and no one has had the impact on this world that Jesus, who was called the Christ, has.
I will end with an Old Testament picture that Jesus Himself spoke of…
Jesus said in John 3:14-17  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
Now, what serpent was Jesus referring to here, that Moses lifted up?
Well, in the Book of Numbers, in Chapter 21, the Israelites were journeying toward the Promised Land, and they had just defeated a great king, the king of Arad.
And as they continued in their journey, the people began to murmur and complain against Moses and their God.
We are told of their complaint in… 
Num. 21:5 "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread." 
So God sent poisonous serpents into their camp; they were called fiery serpents, and many Israelites perished in this judgment.
Of course, they repented; this was a terrible thing they had done against God, who had worked incredible miracles on their behalf.
And after they repented, we are told in Num. 21:8-9
8 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live." 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. 
Now, we can imagine the people's skepticism and doubt.
After all, this seemed like a pagan symbol.
But it was more than that; it was a picture of a coming Savior on a cross, who would save humanity from their sins.
And we can imagine you know, as another person was bitten by one of these fiery serpents, and he screamed for help, and his friend rushed in.
“Get me a doctor! I have been bitten, and I can feel the poison pulsating through my veins.”
The friend would say, “No, you do not need a doctor at all, no Moses was instructed by God to make a bronze serpent, and to put it on a pole, and anyone who looks upon it with faith, God will heal them!”
“Oh, that is ridiculous, get me a doctor, that is not even rational, that is so foolish, how can I be saved by looking upon this serpent on a pole?”
“The science doesn’t add up. I follow the science.”
And as he lay there waiting for the medicine to come, the poison would have made its way to his nervous system, and the pain would have been excruciating, and ultimately it would have taken his life.
All he had to do was look upon that bronze serpent and exercise his faith in his God, and a complete healing would have come to his body.
But he reasoned, rationalized, and tried to use logic.
When really, he only needed to logically look back at their short history from their Egyptian bondage, and he would have seen and remembered how his God continued to defy logic and do the impossible.
Jesus declared that as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so too would He be lifted up, that whoever believed in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
For God so loved you and me, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
And the Resurrection of Jesus proved this all too true.
Jesus was lifted on that cross, and still today, people are drawn to that symbol of hope.
Jesus did not stay on that cross. He was buried, and on the third day He rose again. After so many days, 40 days, Jesus was lifted up and ascended into heaven.
One day, He will return the same way He left.
But Jesus, ever since, has been on a Conquest over the hearts of humanity.
Freeing people from the bondage of sin and darkness, freeing those who are held captive by Satan.
The Kingdom of Light is undoing the kingdom of darkness.
Now, for many today, to look upon Jesus in faith, understanding that He alone can take care of our sin problem, He alone can provide Peace, and that He alone can bring healing to our lives, for many, that is just illogical. 
It seems ridiculous to them, the science doesn’t back it up, and there are more refined and educated ways to find these things.
And they reject the simplicity of it all, to look up to the very much Alive and Resurrected Jesus, and believe in Him, and you will be forgiven, you will find Peace, and be healed.
Listen, I understand that mindset. I was raised in the Church, and I heard this seemingly too-simple message my whole childhood.
And I rejected it, and went headlong into this world, and I was on a quest to find another way.
I wanted success as the world defined it, I lived for pleasure, and I was extreme in my quest.
Before long, however, I was looking back at years of wreckage and waste, and I was as empty as ever.
Let me briefly take you back to that Easter morning in 2004… When something changed dramatically in my life…
My girlfriend and I were in a terrible place, entrenched in sins, having life-controlling addictions, and just in a terrible way.
That Easter, we had partied all weekend; we had not slept for days, and early that morning, she had an urgent need to go to church.
Little did we know that just over 200 miles away, my parents were praying for us to go to church, and God heard their prayers and used my girlfriend to get me there.
I will never forget her urgency; it was unlike her.
She was not raised in church, she did not know much about church, but that morning, the Spirit of God awakened her to her need to go.
I mocked her, although I agreed to tag along with her.
That morning, at the church’s Sunrise service, she heard the Gospel for the first time, which was clearly preached.
It was that morning that she responded to the message and surrendered her life to a very much alive Jesus Christ.
She looked upon Jesus who was lifted up, and she believed in Him as her Savior.
And little did I know that on that Easter morning, the whole course of my life was about to change.
I was not sold on Jesus that morning. I was trying to rationalize the whole ordeal, and I even mocked my girlfriend’s decision and laughed at her tears that morning.
It was not rational, Jesus was a crutch for the weak-minded, and it was all a sham, a scam.
And I pleaded with her to understand, I tried to bring her back into the kingdom of darkness with all my might.
But she encountered something supernatural that day.
And I watched her over the next few weeks, my once 89lb meth addict girlfriend not only sobered up, but blossomed into a beautiful New Creation in Christ.
Her transformation not only proved to me that Christ was real, but it gave me hope that the addictions that had me bound could be broken as well.
My girlfriend eventually became my wife, and I surrendered my life to her God, who became my God.
And our lives have been forever changed.
Once I believed in Jesus, who was High and Lifted up, and I understood the sacrifice that He made for me, I was changed, and those chains of sin and darkness that had me enslaved were broken, and I was freed.
Listen, maybe this morning, you have found your way here, and you, too, are bound and held captive by the spiritual darkness that rules over this world, that lurks in every corner of this earth.
And you have tried all the logical things that this world has determined that you need to do.
This morning, you are not here by chance; God has brought you here to hear this message.
To bring you to His Son, Jesus, to believe upon Him so that you would not perish but have Eternal life.
It is only in Jesus that you will find forgiveness of sins, you will find Peace, lasting Peace, and He offers you a healing this morning.
You only need to respond and believe in Him as your Savior.
The Bible promises 2 Cor. 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
Those things that have you bound can be dealt with today, come to Jesus, and be made New.
Maybe you are a believer, and you have been away for a while now, and you never meant for things to get as far as they have.
Today, respond to Him, return to your first love, and renew your commitment to Christ, and allow His Grace to wash you clean this morning.
During this last song, there will be a team-up here who desire to pray with you if God is speaking to you this morning.
Respond to Him, Jesus is Risen, He is Alive, and He is at work in this place this morning.
You can walk out the same way you came in.
Or you can walk out changed… Forgiven, Free, Made New… 
Let’s pray…
Please come up and get prayer; these people are here to minister to you all this morning. 
And listen, if you are visiting us this morning, we want to invite you to join us next week. Our service times return to normal: 8 am, 9:45 am, and 11:30 am, and we will begin the Gospel of Mark.
God bless you all. 
